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Intent 
 
“Where words fail, music speaks.” 
Hans Christian Andersen  
 
Music teaching at Kenn Primary aims to follow the specifications of the National Curriculum; 
providing a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum and ensuring the progressive 
development of musical concepts, knowledge and skills. We believe that music plays an integral 
role in helping children to feel part of a community, and provide opportunities for all children to 
create, play, perform and enjoy music both in class and to an audience.  
 
The aims of our Music curriculum are to develop pupils who: 
 ∙Enjoy and have an appreciation for music.  
∙ Listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, cultures, styles 
and traditions. 
∙ Can sing and use their voices to create different effects. 
∙ Create and compose music, both on their own and with others.  
∙ Use a range of musical language. 
∙ Make judgments and express personal preferences about the quality and style of music. 
∙ Take part in performances with an awareness of the audience. 
  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting the needs of all children 

Kenn C of E Primary  
Curriculum Design for Music 

Our teaching of Music will contribute towards our Christian vision: to aspire, believe and flourish 
within a nurturing community. We will achieve this by challenging learners, setting high 
expectations, celebrating successes and learning from mistakes, having confidence and faith in 
our own ideas, abilities and self-worth, engaging with our local community, tapping into parental 
knowledge and skills, and aiding to develop children into creative, knowledgeable life-long 
learners.  
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Meeting the needs of all children 

Music ignites a passion for learning in children as the barriers that come with learning a core subject are often removed: children are 
empowered to present their learning orally and physically through the use of their bodies, voices, and instruments. Learning is recorded 
through formative and summative assessments made against the curriculum objectives through observation and recorded evidence. 
Children are encouraged to be independent in their learning and to have a drive to do well. 

Adaptations are not made to what is being taught, but they are made to the ways in which teachers deliver content and provide 
scaffolding for individuals through careful selection of group, instrument, and the planned use of IT where appropriate. Teachers have 
high aspirations for all pupils and any barriers to learning are identified and addressed at the outset. Every child arrives at school with a 
knowledge of music that they have gained throughout their life, and we scaffold the on-going academic learning so that we are able to 
build upon this starting point for every child. 

Our aim is to provide a curriculum that ensures all pupils: 

- Learn to play a variety of musical genres and compose their own music. 

- Feel confident performing to an audience. 

- Become confident to play new instruments. 

- Can articulate their ideas and evaluate and analyse pieces of music. 

- Know about great musicians and the influence they have had on cultures.  

- Are given opportunities to participate in a range of musical activities and events.  

- Are introduced to an appreciation of music that will last a lifetime. 

- Provide children with opportunities for self-expression and enhance self-esteem. 
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Implementation 

To ensure that our intended outcomes happen in Art, we use a clear and comprehensive scheme of work in line with the National 
Curriculum where teaching and learning shows progression across all key stages within the strands of Art. Children are exposed to key 
vocabulary in order to understand and readily apply to their verbal and written communication of their skills. In Art lessons, children will use 
a range of resources, including the school and forest school environments, to develop their knowledge and understanding which is integral 
to their learning and in developing their understanding of working creatively. Children reflect on previous learning and cross-curricular links 
will be made wherever possible with a particular emphasis on using artisitc vocabulary across subjects; children will be able to build on 
prior knowledge and techniques studied, enabling them to practise and refine their own works of art. Attainment will be assessed each 
term through relevant tasks or projects where the key skills taught will be assessed and tracked using the school assessment policy. The 
art coordinator will carry out reviews of the state of art teaching through meetings with children across the school and looking at examples 
of children’s work. We will involve parents in their child’s art work by sharing and celebrating projects and pieces of art through various 
showcasing events such as school exhibitions, other open events and by holding an annual art week where children will get to take part in 
collaborative projects with children across the school. We will give children the freedom to explore their particular interests in art by 
encouraging them to use their sketch books as their artistic diary. 

Implementation 

Using the scheme Charanga, Music is taught every half-term across the school and every child participates. Teaching is well thought out 
and adapted to ensure that every child can participate and make progress within their music education. Using Charanga, we have 
identified the clear learning outcomes for each stage of our pupils’ music education. Our curriculum is therefore sequenced and planned to 
give every child the opportunity to progress to and past these points. The knowledge and skills build upon prior learning to ensure every 
child is making progress within their musical education. The skills taught throughout our music curriculum are singing, playing, improvising, 
composing, listening, and developing in their social and emotional skills. Due to the spiralized nature of the curriculum, the music specific 
skills and knowledge (pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, structure, and notation) are taught throughout the units of 
work and revisited and then built upon year by year. There are in built opportunities for children experience performing music as an 
ensemble, building upon their confidence, cultural capital and our school values of teamwork and creativity. Teachers consistently model 
taking creative risks and foster a creative atmosphere that transcends subjects that allows children to feel comfortable with their own 
developing creativity. 
 
We assess the impact of music education throughout the learning process and provide opportunities for children to reflect on themselves 
as musicians. Recording work in music is vital and children will make progress through listening to and improving upon their work as well 
as that of others as they move through the school. 
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Impact 

The impact of teaching and learning will be determined through subject monitoring, SLT reviews and performance. Assessment is on-
going within music education and starting points for all children are different, based upon the musical exposure they have had so far in 
their lives. Teachers will use assessment materials from Charanga to monitor progress and to ensure the pupils are meeting appropriate 
end points. Pupils will leave Kenton Primary School with a sense of achievement in Music and a confidence in expressing themselves, 
listening and offering critique to others and confidence in their own creativity and ideas. They will be ready for wherever their music 
education takes them throughout secondary school and beyond. 
 

Pupil Voice 

(Quotes from children in KS1 and KS2 in Jan 2024) 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

We really enjoy 
listening to others 

playing the 
instruments they 

have learnt in 
school. Mr Baxter is 
great on the guitar. 

We get lots of 
opportunities to 
perform in front 
of friends and 
family – I love it! 

We love learning 
new songs in 

singing assembly 
– the more up 

tempo ones are 
the best. 

We got to perform at 
the O2 in London with 
9,000 children– that 

was so cool! 

We get to play 
instruments we have 

never used before – my 
favourite has been the 

boomwhackers. 
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End of Key stage expectations 

EYFS 
Pupils will listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they should sound, play instruments with increasing control to 
express their feelings own ideas, thoughts and feelings, and create music collaboratively. 

KS1 
Pupils will use voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes, play tuned and untuned 
instruments musically, listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality music, experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds. 

KS2 
Pupils will extend their knowledge and understanding by lay and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression, improvise and compose music for a range of purposes 
using the inter-related dimensions of music, listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory, use and 
understand staff and other musical notations, appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great composers and musician, and  develop an understanding of the history of music. 
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Music Curriculum Map 

What Music is taught at Kenn? 
This is an overview of what the year groups will cover in our 2 year rolling programme which shows the progression in knowledge 

expected throughout the school. Each unit comes from the Charanga music scheme. 
Year A 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS 
Me! 

Christmas performance 
- The grumpy donkey 

My stories 
Harvest songs and 

dance 

Everyone 
Easter performance - 
Spring theme /new 

beginnings. 

 
Our World 

 
Big Bear Funk Reflect, rewind and 

replay 

Year 1/2 Introducing beat  
 

Adding rhythm and 
pitch 

 

Introducing tempo and 
dynamics  

 

Combining pulse, 
rhythm and pitch 

Having fun with 
improvisation 

 

 

Year 3/4 Developing notation 
skills 

Wider Opps Recorders 

 

Enjoying improvisation 

 

 

Composing using your 
imagination. 

 

Sharing musical 
experiences 

Wider opps  - 
Boomwhackers. 

 

Learning more about 
musical styles 

 

 

Whole school 
performance 

 
Year 5/6  

Getting started with 
music tech 

 
 
 

 

 
Emotions and musical 

styles 
Wider Opps Ukeleles 

 
 

 
Introducing chords 

Wider Opps Ukeleles 
 

 

 
Exploring key and time 

signatures 
 

 
Words, meaning and 

expression 
 

 
Whole scale  musical 

performance  - 
Powderham Castle  - 

sound / lighting 
technology 
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Year B 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS My stories 

Harvest songs and 
dance 

Me! 

Christmas performance 

 Easter performance  

Spring theme /new 
beginnings. 

 

Our World 

 

Big Bear Funk 

 

Reflect, rewind and 
replay 

Year 1/2 Exploring simple 
patterns  

Focus on dynamics and 
tempo 

 

Exploring feelings  
through music 

Inventing a musical 
story 

 

Music that makes you 
dance  

 

 

Year 3/4 Developing notation 
skills 

Wider Opps   -re-visit 
Recorders 

Enjoying improvisation 

 

Composing using your 
imagination. 

Musical experiences 

- Boomwhackers. 

Learning more about 
musical styles 

 

Year 5/6 Developing Melodic 
Phrases 

 

  

Understand Structure 
and form 

 

Going Confidence 
through performance  

 

Explore notation further 

 

Great music through 
history! 

How has music shaped 
our lives  since Queen 
Elixbeth 11 took to the 

throne?  

Whole scale  musical 
performance  - 

Powderham Castle  - 
sound / lighting 

technology. 
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Pre and Post Primary Objectives 
 
Because children begin school at very different starting points, and with very different life experiences, we feel it important to include 
Nursery objectives in our Curriculum Document to ensure that if there are big gaps in a child’s understanding, the school can quickly 
address these gaps and ensure barriers to learning are minimised.  
 
Likewise, throughout a child’s time in at Kenn, they may experience a vast range of learning opportunities in Music outside of school with 
their families. To ensure that a broader and deeper understanding in Music is catered for, we refer to the Key Stage 3 Science objectives 
to allow teachers to challenge learners and ensure pupils continue to progress.  
 
Nursery and EYFS Objectives 
 

   22-36 Months 30-50 Months 40-60 Months Early Learning Goal 
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• Joins in singing favourite 
songs. 
•Creates sounds by banging, 
shaking, tapping or blowing. 
•Shows an interest in the way 
musical instruments sound. 

• To sing a few familiar 
songs. 

• To imitate movement in 
response to music. 
• To tap out simple 
repeated rhythms. • To 
explore and learn how 
sounds can be changed. 

• To sing a few familiar 
songs. • To imitate 
movement in response to 
music. 
• To tap out simple repeated 
rhythms. 
• To explore and learn how 
sounds can be changed. 

• To sing a few familiar 
songs. 
• To imitate movement 
in response to music. 
• To tap out simple 
repeated rhythms. 
• To explore and learn 
how sounds can be 
changed. 
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Im
ag

in
at

iv
e  • To develop a preference for 

forms of expression. 
• To notice what adults do, 
imitating what is observed 
and then doing it 
spontaneously when the 
adult is not there. 
• To sing to self and make up 
simple songs. 
• To make up rhythms. 
• To capture experiences 

• To develop a preference for 
forms of expression. 
• To notice what adults do, 
imitating what is observed 
and then doing it 
spontaneously when the 
adult is not there. 
• To sing to self and make up 
simple songs. 
• To make up rhythms. 
• To capture experiences 

• To develop a preference 
for forms of expression. 
• To notice what adults do, 
imitating what is observed 
and then doing it 
spontaneously when the 
adult is not there. 
• To sing to self and make up 
simple songs. 
• To make up rhythms. 
• To capture experiences 

• To develop a preference 
for forms of expression. 
• To notice what adults do, 
imitating what is observed 
and then doing it 
spontaneously when the 
adult is not there. 
• To sing to self and 
make up simple songs. 
• To make up rhythms. 
• To capture experiences 
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and responses with a range 
of media, such as music, 
dance and paint and other 
materials or words. 

and responses with a range 
of media, such as music, 
dance and paint and other 
materials or words. 

and responses with a range 
of media, such as music, 
dance and paint and other 
materials or words. 

and responses with a range 
of media, such as music, 
dance and paint and other 
materials or 
words. 

 
 
 

Key Stage 3 Objectives  
 
As stated in the National Curriculum 
 
Key stage 3 Pupils should build on their previous knowledge and skills through performing, composing and listening. They should 
develop their vocal and/or instrumental fluency, accuracy and expressiveness; and understand musical structures, styles, genres and 
traditions, identifying the expressive use of musical dimensions. They should listen with increasing discrimination and awareness to 
inform their practice as musicians. They should use technologies appropriately and appreciate and understand a wide range of musical 
contexts and styles. 
 
Pupils should be taught to: 

• play and perform confidently in a range of solo and ensemble contexts using their voice, playing instruments musically, fluently 
and with accuracy and expression 

• Improvise and compose; and extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a range of musical structures, styles, genres and 
traditions  

• use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and accurately in a range of musical styles, genres and traditions 
• identify and use the inter-related dimensions of music expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use of tonalities, 

different types of scales and other musical devices 
• listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of music from great composers and musicians 
• develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, and its history. 
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Music vocabulary 
TERM DEFINITION 
Accompaniment A musical part or parts that support the melody. 
Active listening Listening to music and responding by doing something e.g. clapping back rhythms 

Allegro Play quickly 
Bar A segment of time in music that is used to group together beats. In a 4/4 time signature each bar must contain the 

value of 4 crotchet beats 
Body percussion Stamping, clapping, clicking and patsch (tapping the thighs) to create rhythms 

Chord A group of (usually three) notes that provide harmony underneath a tune 
Chord progressions Moving from chord to chord at the right time 

Composition The process of coming up with your own musical ideas that may or may not be written down 
Counter-melody A second tune that is usually performed at the same time as the main tune 

Crescendo Getting louder 
Crotchet A one-beat note 

Diminuendo Getting quieter 
Dotted rhythm A rhythm that alternates longer notes with shorter notes creating a bouncy feel 

Dynamics Volume 
Ensemble Making music with other people 

Forte Loud 
Harmony Music that supports melody, adding to the depth of the piece e.g. chords or individual melody lines 
Imitation Repeating a phrase of music in response to first hearing 

Improvisation Making music up on the spot or within a time frame 
Instrumentation The instruments used in a piece of music 

Largo Play slowly 
Melody Tune 
Minim A two-beat note 

Moderato Play at a moderate pace 
Musical features Different characteristics of a piece of music 

Notation Writing music down 
Off-beat rhythms Rhythms where the emphasised beats are not where the pulse lies 

Ostinato A pattern of rhythms or pitches that are repeated in a cycle 
Percussion Instruments that produce sound when shaken or hit with a hand, stick or beater 


