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The Second Half of the Spring Term Already!
Firstly, thank you for all of your patience and understanding following the
decision to close the school on Friday 18th February due to the storms. We
hope the terrible weather didn’t cause too much damage to your property,
and you all managed to stay safe at home and didn’t loose your power for
too long. Linked to this, well done to all children who managed to do some
or all of the home learning on that day. We completely understand that lots
of you weren’t able to due to power and internet cuts.
The end of the first half of the Spring Term marks the half way point of the
school year. The past seven weeks have absolutely flown by! At this time in
the school year, it is a good time to reflect on the first half of the year, and
consider how to ensure the second half of the year can be as brilliant for the
whole school community as possible.

The hope and expectation in school is that we can continue our path to normality following the improving situation with Covid. Hurrah! Please see all of
the details around this in Mrs Curry’s separate email sent out on Monday
28th. Considering the current picture in Devon, we feel that it is not necessary for parents or staff to wear facemasks outdoors when dropping off or collecting your children. Meeting the children in the morning and sending
them off to their parents at the end of the day will be much more friendly and personable without facemasks. It
will also help in a safeguarding sense, as it is sometimes difficult to recognise parents in facemasks when dismissing the children.
As well as this, we also plan to offer greater opportunities for parents to come into school. This will take the form
of various events in the near future—watch this space. Parents meetings this term will also now be face to face.
There will be signing up forms emailed out shortly.

We know that since Covid, many of you have felt distanced from school, and especially the regular contact with
your children’s teachers has been lost. We really want to improve this. Please don’t hesitate to speak with your
children’s teachers either at the end of the day or if you need an appointment.

Easter Assemblies
We are delighted to announce that we plan to hold special
Easter assemblies in the hall, and would like to invite parents and carers. These will be the first indoor events held at
school for a long time, and we are very excited to welcome
parents and carers back into school. Following constant advice and updates from the Government and Devon County,
we are tentatively beginning to relax the Covid measures,
whilst ensuring that our children, parents and staff are not
put at unnecessary risk. If the advice that we follow changes, we may have to move the assemblies outdoors, or
film them for parents to enjoy virtually. Hopefully though, we can have parents back into the school building,
which will be an absolute delight!
The Easter assemblies will include some art, poetry and singing. We won’t be issuing tickets, but please ensure
that no more than 2 guests come in for each child. That way, we can fit all guests into the hall whilst still ensuring
children have enough space to perform.
The performances will be on:

Thursday 7th April at 3.00—3.30pm for KS2 (Class 3 and Class 4)
Friday 8th April at 9.15—9.45am for KS1 (Class 1 and Class 2)
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Please remember: World Book Day
World Book Day will be taking place on Thursday
3rd March and as a school, we have decided to do something a little different this year, something that we hope will
also take the pressure away from parents needing to provide or buy costumes. Instead we will be running a whole
school competition where all children will be set the challenge of designing their own book-themed T-shirt , using
their favourite book or character. They will then be painting/
decorating their T-shirts in school from Monday 28th February so that they are able to wear them on the 3rd March instead/as well as a costume. On the 3rd, children will be
able to wear alternative clothes to their school ones underneath the T-shirt they have designed for the event. This allows children (and parents) to make their own decision on
how to incorporate their T-shirt design into the rest of their costume for the day however they wish to.
On the day, we will be holding a parade during assembly time where the children will be able to showcase their designs and our judges will choose a winner for best design from each class.
We hope the children will really enjoy taking part in this year's World book Day and we will have lots of
other activities taking place across the week and on the day itself.
If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards,
Mrs Edwards
Class 1 Teacher and English Lead

Food Tasting
Our school dinner suppliers ‘Dart Fresh’ would like to
host a tasting session for parents. Ross and Jacquie
will share a selection of hot and cold food for you to
try. They will also be on hand to answer any questions
you may have. This will be on Thursday 3rd March
starting at 3.15pm outside of the front of the school .
Please keep off the grass!
We have been contacted by Teign Housing regarding the grassy
areas and carpark directly opposite the school. They have asked for
the following message to be passed on:
Some of the residents have complained about children playing on
the grass after school, swinging on signs (one has been broken)
and playing in the carpark by the houses. Please make sure children don’t go on the grassy areas (both on the school side and also
by the houses) and don’t play in the carpark. Thank you.
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Phonics for KS1
Following the Government’s instructions to all schools to choose a phonics programme from a newly accredited list, we are
very excited to announce that the school can unveil Read Write Inc as our chosen scheme. Please see the following information regarding this programme.
Read Write Inc Phonics Scheme
We all know that reading opens the door to all learning. A child who reads a lot will become a good reader. A good reader
will be able to read challenging material. A child who reads challenging material is a child who will learn. The more a child
learns the more a child wants to find out.
It is, therefore, vital that your child finds learning to read and write a rewarding and successful experience. Read Write Inc.,
developed by Ruth Miskin, provides a structured and systematic approach to teaching phonics. It is used by more than a
quarter of the UK's primary schools and is designed to create fluent readers, confident speakers and willing writers.
Each Read Write Inc. programme meets the higher expectations of the new curriculum and uses effective assessment to
accelerate every child's progress. The Department of Education has recommended all schools take on a systematic phonics programme that ensures all children are given a solid base upon which to build as they progress through school help children to develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. As a school we have chosen to invest and train our teachers in the Read Write Ink Programme.
Who is Read Write Inc. for?
The Read Write Inc. programme is for primary school children learning to read. It enables every child to become a confident
and fluent reader at the first attempt. Every child who completes Read Write Inc. learns to read fluently and confidently. The
reading teacher is guided from the very beginning to help the children become confident and fluent readers (the first time
they learn).
Why does it work?
The systematic and lively programme is organised by an in-school manager and all staff are trained together by one of our
trainers. The children learn new sounds and read each day.
Children do not struggle because the work is too difficult or get bored because the work is too easy because assessments
allow the children to be given an appropriate text for their level. A few children who need extra support to maintain progress
work with a reading tutor (class teacher or teaching assistant) for an extra 10 minutes a day, to ensure that they do not fall
behind their peers.
How and what do the children learn?
READING
The children will learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letters/letter groups using simple picture prompts. They will learn to
read words using sound blending and read lively stories featuring words they have learned to sound out. The children will
answer 'Find It' and 'Prove It' discussion questions to show that they comprehend what they are reading.
TALKING
The children work in pairs so that they can:


answer every question



practise every activity with their partner



take turns in talking to each other

RWI also have a YouTube channel that has videos for parents and carers to explore.
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDe74j1F52zSCiOMSn3zQDSzgu9TrbQ1c
RWI have a phonics parent guide that you can find here:
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
On the next page there is a reading at home guide (apologies for the poor picture quality—it is the best we could find!) In the
second half of the spring term, we would like to hold a RWI information session, where we can show you the resources we
use and explain more about the lessons your child will receive. Details of a date are to follow.
Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any further questions.
The Kenn KS1 Team
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Community Forum
Thank you to the volunteers who joined me for Community Forum last Monday. We discussed a range
of school topics, and it was invaluable to hear the direct experiences and perspectives from a parent’s
point of view. The main discussions were around:


Parents missing more regular face to face contact with teachers and school leaders



Homework—which format worked best for different age groups



Reward systems—how it is important to reward children who get on with things quietly but always
try to do the right thing

All of these things have helped to form areas of our provision this term. If you are interested in joining
the next community forum meeting on Monday 21st March, please let Mr Baxter know via
kennparents@kennandkenton.devon.sch.uk
Parent Meetings
This term, we will be holding face to face parent meetings for the first time since Covid, which we are
really excited about! There will be a separate email sent out soon for you to select the time slots you
can make, and you will then receive your allocated slot a few days later. The meetings are a chance to
hear about your child’s progress, behaviour and attitude, and any other important information about
their time in school. We really look forward to seeing you back in school.
School Facebook Page

We have decided to create a Kenn C
of E Primary Facebook page. The
aim of this is make communications
more accessible and relevant. We
aim to put out posts about children’s
activities in school, school initiatives
and school trips. Children's safety is
always at the forefront of our mind. If
you have not given photo consent to
the school, we of course will not
publish any photos with your child in.
If you have given photo permission
but you would prefer us not to put
photos of your child on Facebook,
please let us know by ringing or
emailing the school office.

RE Books
A big thank you to Bridge Books in Exeter for giving the school a box
of RE books absolutely free. Here are some of our fab students opening the box!
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Urgent Appeal for Ukrainian Refugees
Mrs Leeming is collecting supplies on behalf of
Topsham Rugby Club to be driven over to the
boarder areas of Ukraine to offer relief to people
who have had to flee war-torn Ukraine. Below is a
list of what is being collected. If anyone would like to
donate, please bring in any of the items to the
school office by TOMORROW (2nd March) at the
end of the school day.

Required Items (in new and unused condition only)


Toothpaste/brushes



Soap



Nappies



Sanitary products



Good quality sleeping bags/blankets/towels



Dry dog/cat food



Batteries



Shampoo



Sealed bags of sweets



Colouring books and pencils



Donations need to be handed in by Wednesday 3:30pm please.

Ukraine Assembly
Many children have come back into school concerned and worried
about what they have heard about the invasion of Ukraine, and
also their belief in the possibility of us being involved. Children
can pick up snippets of information from all different sources
(friends, TV, social media etc) and end up with a muddled understanding of what is actually happening.
To help with this, I have held a special assembly for the children
to address some of these fears, and offer children the chance to
talk about what they have seen or heard on the subject, or ask
questions linked to this.

Email: admin@kennandkenton.devon.sch.uk

Baby Tyrrell!
We’d all like to send a massive congratulations to Mr Tyrrell and Mrs Crossley-May for the birth of their
beautiful daughter Poppy Rose Tyrrell. As many parents have been asking, below are some lovely photos.
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Diary of Events
Thursday 3rd
March

School Dinner Tasting

Front of
school

3.15—
3.45pm

Monday 14th—
Friday 18th
March

National Science Week

School

All week

Thursday 17th
March

Science visitor in school

Hall

Monday 21st
March

Community Forum

Monday 28th and
Thursday 31st
March

Face to face parent meetings in school

Tuesday 5th
April

Height and weight checks for Reception and Year 6

Thursday 7th
April

PM

School

2.30pm—
3.30pm

Classrooms

3.40pm—
6pm

Class 3 and Class 4 Easter Assembly

School Hall

3.00—
3.30pm

Friday 8th April

Class 1 and Class 2 Easter Assembly

School Hall

9.15—
9.45pm

Friday 8th April

Last day of Spring Term

Term Dates
2021 – 2022
Second half of term starts on Monday 28th February 2022
Spring term ends on Friday 8th April 2022
Summer Term 2022 begins Monday 25th April 2022
Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2022
Half-term Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2022
Second half of term starts Monday 6th June 2022

Non Pupil Day on Friday 8th July 2022
Summer term ends on Friday 22nd July 2022
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