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All children to return to school – 8th March

2021

Dear Parents/ Carers.
Thank you for your commitment in ensuring your children return to school. We have absolutely loved having the children back into school! They’ve come back with a wonderful
attitude and we should all be observant and proud of how resilient they are; taking all
these steps in their stride and getting back on track with their curriculum learning journey.
A few reminders for the coming term…Please ensure


you have a set drop off time and coordinating pick up time for the children. Either 08:4509:15 OR 09:00-15:30. We must ensure the children have the same allocated time in
school and therefore cannot mix these.



your child/children has/have a water bottle. These will go home on a Friday for a good
clean and be rinsed in school at the end of each day.



You are supporting us to keep children and staff safe by not mixing with people outside
of the government guidelines. If you need support with that, please contact us.

We have planned an exciting reward for the house who is able to collect the most house points
between the 8th of March and the end of Term. This will hopefully give added incent to the children’s attitude for learning as they get back on track.
Children can earn House Points for a whole host of reasons linked
to learning, behaviours and attitude.
The House who collects the most House Points by the last
Wednesday of this term will be rewarded with an Easter Egg Hunt
on the field!
Children will need to remain in their bubbles, therefore each class
will do it separately but we look forward to celebrating a great
few weeks of leanring with the children through this reward!
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You will have read that this term we are choosing to focus solely on reading for home learning. We hope that you’ll
also be able to recognise that this is not just children reading independently, we are hoping to help promote a love of
reading within the children as they begin to foster a passion for reading and take pleasure in enjoying a book with others at home.
Reading is one of the single most powerful things we can do to support children’s development.
Many studies have demonstrated that reading can:


Increase children’s vocabulary

Stiudies have shown that children who read for 30 minutes per day, everyday throughout their childhood encounter as
many as 13.7 million words by the times they leave education. Contrastingly, children who read for less than 15
minutes per day were shown to have only been exposed to around 1.5 million words by the time they left education. A
difference of more than 12 million words!


Develop empathy

We encounter many different types of characters though stories and we begin to understand and relate to them. We
work through their problems with them, we make inferences about them, all powerful tools which can help us understand the world we live in and the people around us.


Be an escape

Perhaps the best part about reading is that it offers an escape to many different worlds! As Rolad Dahl observed of his
character Matilda ‘books transported her into new worlds and introduced her to amazing people who lived exciting
lives!’


Improve memory

Children use many different skills when they read, skills that need frequent practice to become fluent. As they become
more fluent, the challenge within the text is increased and children need to make more links within the story. All of
this supports something called ‘retrieval practice’ which is the act of children revisiting learning. The more often they
do this, the greater their ‘recall’ becomes.


Improve concentration

Developing children’s ability to focus and listen to a story directly translates to their ability to focus and listen to instruction or focus and concentrate on other tasks which require thought and skill development.


Enhance imagination



Give us new experiences which we otherwise may not ‘live’

We live many experiences everyday. However, we do not need to only live an experience to know about it. Children
who live in a rural setting, are more likely to be able to write creatively about a child who lives on a farm, for example.
This is a more abstract concept for a child who lives in a city. However, reading can give us these experiences.


Boost critical thinking skills

We challenge children to answer questions linked to their understanding of stories. For some of these, they’ll need to
reason with what they know. For example, to make a prediction, they must take in to account what they know about
the characters, the events so far and the genre they’re reading.

Whatever way we look at it, fostering a love of reading within our young people is something that can be greatly powerful to their development.

This is a link to an interesting read: https://www.renaissance.com/2018/01/23/blog-magic-15-minutesreading-practice-reading-growth/#:~:text=Twelve%20million.&text=The%20difference%20is%20more%
20than%2012%20million%20words.&text=Using%20this%20ratio%2C%20a%20student,the%20amount%
20of%20vocabulary%20growth.
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Reports & Parent Review Meetings
Reports are going to be released on Friday 19th March. They will be reflective of the child’s
learning journey from the start of the year, this will be inclusive of learning throughout lockdown.
Parent Review Meetings will take place wb 22nd March
As before, you will be able to email the office to book a 1 hour slot for this. Then, your class teacher will phone you
for a 15 minute conversation within your 1 hour slot. We will endeavour to fit everyone in at their preferred time,
however, there will be limited availability and we may need to allocate a different time slot. You will be informed of
this.
Class 1: Tuesday 23rd March
Class 2: Monday 22nd March
Class 3: Wednesday 24th March
Class 4: Wednesday 24th March
Slots available to book: 2pm-3pm, 3pm-4pm, 4.15pm-5.15pm, 5.15pm-6.15pm



Please see below the important Spring Term 2 dates



Monday 8th March: All children return to school



Friday 19th March: Mid-year summary report cards released



WB 22nd March: Parent Review Meetings



Thursday 1st April: Last day of Term



Friday 2nd April: Good Friday and first day of the Easter Holidays

Please
remember to
where a mask
when
collecting,
dropping off
A number of library books have been loaned for
reading at home. We need them back now
please. The loan was until half-term, which has
passed. We need to quarantine the books ready
for wider distribution. If you are still reading a
book and therefore need to loan it for longer,
please let your class teacher know.
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or coming onto
site.
Many Thanks!

Here’s the link to more information on this: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-ofschool-pupils-and-staff
Below are the site where you can collect you tests, once you’ve booked your appointment.
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