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We miss you!
What a way to start a term! All of the staff miss the children and their
adults and this is by no means how we envisaged the start to the Spring
Term, especially following all of the great work and progress from the
children last term. However, we all very much look forward to engaging
with the children remotely and cannot wait to see their faces on our live
zoom lessons.
We understand that, while imperative in supporting the National effort
to fight Coronavirus, schools not being able to welcome all children in for
learning poses many challenges. Not least the challenge of trying to
engage children at home with learning. We are all here to help and
support. Please do not hesitate to phone or email any queries or questions, or if you just need some additional support. As always, we have to
work together for the best outcomes of the children.

As always, we are grateful for the support that has been offered to us. Parents have been kind in offering
donations to support those who need help in accessing a device so their child can learn remotely. We are doing
all we can in school to free up some devises and hope to be able to offer support to those most in need.

The BBC are running a fantastic initiative which aims to support those who need help accessing a devise for remote education.
If you are tech or data company with schemes that can help with access to the internet, or a charity not listed
who would like to share details with the BBC's Make a Difference Give a Laptop campaign, contact your local BBC
radio station or email england@bbc.co.uk.
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Diary of Events
You can find all key school dates on the website here:
http://www.kenn-primary.devon.sch.uk/calendar/
Please be aware that dates may be added or amended so
please check back regularly.

Reminder
An amazing effort was made by children, parents and carers last term to ensure we have a
safe gate. We need this to continue as we begin the Spring term.
A reminder of the rules:


Wear a face mask when you drop off or collect your children



School pick up and collect times have reverted back to normal times currently as there
are less children accessing the site (9am and 3.30pm)



Ensure that 2m social distancing is respected between you and others upon drop off and
pick up



Vacate the area once you’ve dropped off or collected your child



Cross the road to collect your child as we cannot send them across the road



Not drive on the road outside of the school during drop off or collection



Only one adult to drop off and collect children—this is simply to limit the numbers at the
gate

All of these are in place to keep yourselves, the staff and children as safe as possible.

Remote Learning
As you will now be aware, the children are currently having to learn
remotely. Please remember to upload children’s learning so that we
can see what wonderful things they are doing. For KS1 this will be via
email and for KS2 this will be via the google classroom.
Children will be receiving feedback on their learning.
If you need any help or support, please email or phone.
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Did you know that it should take 15-30 seconds to wash your hands?
The most recent lockdown is a reminder that we should all revisit the basics to prevent the
spread of the virus.
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Top Tips for supporting with
remote learning
Setting Up for Success
Make a space.

Create a special, personalized corner of a room dedicated to learning, creating, and
reading. Let your child help prepare the space for school, even if that just means
putting a decorated pencil box next to the device they'll be using. Getting the space
ready will help them get ready to learn.

Set a routine.

- Children need more structure, so make sure to let them know what to expect. You can create a visual
schedule they can follow.
- Have them follow a routine as if they're going to school (getting dressed, brushing teeth, etc.) instead
of lying in bed in their pajamas, which could lead to less learning.
- Breaks are really important, so make sure to build those in and break assignments into smaller
pieces.

- Lots of people are also working from home so make a routine that also fits with your day.

Review expectations.

Go over what the school and teachers expect around online learning. Set some expectations of your
own as well. When can your child expect to spend time with you? When should they avoid interrupting
you? What can they do in their downtime? Come up with a list of "must dos" and "may dos" together to
cover the essentials and activities of choice.
If children are sharing devices with siblings, make sure they understand how the devices are to be
shared, including who gets to do what on the device and when.

Staying Focused
Keep them close.

 When it's hard for your child to focus, try to keep them close. Consider setting up
nonverbal or one-word cues to help get them back on track.



Encourage self-regulation.

Talk to kids about the connection between bodies and brains and what happens in their bodies
when they feel frustrated, excited, or sad. This awareness helps kids recognize and manage their
emotions.
If you have other devices in your house, keep them out of your kid's workspace if possible. This can
also mean shutting down phones, keeping phones in a designated place for the day, and putting away
remotes if temptation takes over.
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Encouraging Ownership & Effort
Follow child’s interests and get input.

If there are gaps in your child's school day, remember that whatever your child is into -animals, Minecraft, magic -- can be used for learning. Read books, create science
experiments, and do math related to favorite topics.

Display work.



Let kids hang up their drawings, writing, or other projects in your home. It shows them you're proud
of their work and helps them value their learning.
Also, encourage a growth mindset, which means reminding kids that it's not about being good or bad
at something, but working toward getting better at it.

Managing Motivation
Start from strengths.

Build a bridge from things your child loves to school subjects they don't love -- yet. If they
love sports but dislike reading, find a graphic novel about soccer to spark interest. Your child's teacher
can likely help with this, too, but they might need to communicate with you (and maybe your child), to

Making Room for Well-Being
Be a good friend to yourself.


If your child gets caught up saying negative things about themselves, encourage self-kindness by
asking them what they would say to a friend in the same situation.
 The same goes for you: We often beat ourselves up as parents, but what would a good friend say to
you? What would you say to your friend?
Try creating a gratitude list together to give you a fresh perspective and focus.



Get help when you need it.
You won't always know how to help your child Think about who could help fill in the gaps -- look to
family, friends, teachers, and others for help.


Communicate with the school about how things are going, leading with positives first. Everyone's doing
their best, AND it's important for teachers to know what's working and not working for your child so they
can get the help they need.





Use movement and humor.
Sometimes we just need to move our bodies. Physical activity can lift our spirits and get our minds
refreshed for learning. Try a lunchtime block walk or a 5-minute dance party to help everyone reset
and bring new energy to the day.
Finding the funny right now is helpful on every front, including learning and well-being. Be silly, make
wacky connections, come up with crazy answers so your kids correct you -- whatever works!

Email: admin@kennandkenton.devon.sch.uk

Spring TERM 2021 begins Tuesday 5th January
Half-term 15th to 19th February

Spring Term Ends Thursday 1st April
Summer TERM 2020
Summer Term begins Tuesday 20th April
Half-term 31st May—4th June
Summer Term Ends Friday 23rd July
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